Boston Inner Harbor

Tunnel Tie-in
Although less visible
than the landmark
cable-stayed bridge
across the Charles
River, the tunnels under
Fort Point Channel are
just as important to
completing the Big Dig.
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Jacked tunnels are pushed into place under rail lines

In order to move the jacked tunnel boxes without destabilizing the soil and causing the railway tracks above to settle and
disrupt train service, the soil ahead of the advancing tunnel boxes was frozen.Three feet (1 meter) of frozen earth was
excavated, then each tunnel box was jacked forward into the void. The process was repeated until all tunnel boxes were
in place.
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Jacked tunnel segment

A cut-and-cover
tunnel segment
was later exca-
vated so the
floated boxes
could tie in.

Floated tunnel boxes are constructed and floated into place

The six floated tunnel boxes were constructed in a casting basin (similar to a dry dock). The basin was flooded and
cofferdams removed, allowing the tunnel boxes to float to a mooring. From there, they were guided into position, using
global positioning satellites.
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Tunnels connect downtown with Logan Airport

The completed construction will create a 12-lane tunnel crossing beneath downtown Boston and Fort Point Channel in
Boston Harbor to join the city's Logan Airport and the Massachussetts Turnpike.
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